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Dear Kim

Terminally 11l Adults (End of Life) Bill

Buckinghamshire Disability Service (BuDS) is a user-led disability charity which advocates for disability rights.
Although historically we originated in Buckinghamshire, we now operate across England. We are a large
working community of disabled people, with most of our Trustees, staff and volunteers being disabled people.
Importantly, we include people with all types of disability and impairment, including people with psychiatric
conditions, incurable and degenerative conditions, those who are terminally ill, and people who have been
suicidal or who have attempted to take their life.

On behalf of everyone we represent, we would like to invite you to withdraw your Bill to allow the
establishment of a Royal Commission or similar to look into all the issues around assisted suicide, to be
followed by a Government Bill based on the Commission’s recommendations. We say this because:

e Regardless of the merits or otherwise of assisted suicide, it cannot be disputed that the Parliamentary
time available to a Private Members Bill is insufficient to allow a thorough, informed discussion, of all
the issues. The Second Reading debate for your Bill, to establish whether Parliament agrees with the
principle of assisted suicide, could be as short as two hours and cannot be longer than five hours.
Committee examination and Third Reading is similarly truncated for a Private Members Bill. We
maintain that a timetabled Government Bill is the only, and best, way for Parliament to reach a
measured view on this highly complex and emotional issue. This does not prevent a free vote.

e There has been no consultation with many groups directly affected by the legalisation of assisted
suicide, especially disabled charities and disabled people themselves. The voice of those most affected
by this change must be heard, and that can only be done by a Commission or Enquiry.

e Key evidence, such as basic numbers about the number of dying people who reasonably cannot be
helped by better palliative care, is simply not yet available. A Commission or Enquiry can take expert
evidence and commission research so that Parliament can take a properly informed decision.

e The debate around assisted dying has been driven so far by multimillion lobby groups, with well
organised campaigns and resources far beyond those available to disability groups. There are valid
alternative views and those views are not being heard due to the predominance in the media of the
paid lobbyists for assisted suicide.
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A Royal Commission, or Select Committee Enquiry, followed by a Government Bill, would resolve all of the
above issues. Evidence can be collected, and expert opinion analysed at length; consultation will ensure that
all voices are heard, especially those of the marginalised communities who will be most affected by a change
in the law. The progress of the Commission, and its recommendations, will help a national consensus to be
built on this contentious issue. We note that David Steele MP paused his Private Members Bill on abortion for
over a year to allow a Government and BMA enquiry into the issues, so there is precedent for you to do the
same with your Bill.

We also think that it is important that any debate is precise and difficult issues are not hidden behind
euphemisms. Your Bill uses the phrase ‘end of life’ in its short and long title. However, the long title indicates
that it makes no provision about common ‘end of life’ issues such as mental capacity, palliative care, funerals,
or making a will. The long title does make it clear, however, that your Bill is concerned solely with providing
assistance to terminally ill adults to take their own life. We therefore feel that in straightforward factual terms,
as required by Erskine May, your Bill should be titled something along the lines of the ‘Assisted Suicide
(Terminally lll Adults) Bill’. We enclose for your information a letter which we have sent to the Speaker on this
matter.

We are, of course, very happy to answer any questions you may have or to meet to discuss this issue. We look
forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely
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Andrew Clark

Chair of Trustees
Buckinghamshire Disability Service (BuDS)



